A Precedent in Arrogance Is Set

During Jimmie Hoffa's
trial, investigators were
hired to investigate the
federai investigators — to
trail them, photograph
them and intercept their
official car-to-car coded
short wave conversations.

he did not
this sufficient ha-
rassment, for he also
dashed into the third floor
corridor of the federal
building screaming at the
US. marshals, calling
them "bums" and “trench
coat stormtroopers."
So now a new Chatta-

He is Bernard Spindel, a
burly, “long-time friend of
Hoffa, who has associated
with and worked for "the
boss" for almost a decade,
Spindel, whe has known
tough char-

BY VICTOR RIESEL

Since Spindel's action
sets a precedent in trial
tactics—as well as in ar-
rogance—I want to put
part of the affidavit on
record here: >

'Benzx:t dB.l Spindel,
being uly sworn,
makes oath uyfollowa.'
the statement begins,
"that affiant (Bernard

Riesel

Spindel) is an expert elec-
tronic technician specializ-
ing in detection of listen-
ing and/or monitoring de-

vices and other means of

survéillance as wire-

*That during the af-

Clant's investigation (he)
estigati

nic and came
across a vast network of

employed certain
equipment

conversations of individ-
uals;

"That these conversa-
tions were by US.
government agents and
that their conversations
were coded in great part;

"That affiant is familiar
with the practice and cus-
toms of persons employing
these codes and he is able
to translate certain ini-
tials, words and state-
ments from their present
form into their intended
meaning; that during the
course of affiant's investi-
gation, he made notes re-
garding the conversations
he heard." 3

The federal men swiftly
learned of Spindel's activi-
ties, but they had noth
to hide, so they contin
their work despité har--
assment by this eaves-
dropper-for-hire.

*

Only the Dept. of Jus-
tice, the F'BI and officers of
the federal marshals know
exactly why special.
agents roamed the city in
radio cars or were
in buildings to scan the
streets with binoculars..
Obviously there were good
gecurity reasons for this
which . in no way con-
cerned Spindel himself. "
But he not only monitored:
the U.S. officials, he made
his information available

ey 4 to others who had retained
"That affiant arrived in

'CM Tenn, on
Mﬂ%. the 3d

of February, 1064;

him to spy.

"' Can private citizens u-r»
al

terfere with feder
agents under immunity?
Are alectronie eavesdrnn-
gon m';,th&” (:llu'nhz
igger than the govern«
ment jtself? That's what
the grand jury wants to
know. So does the public,
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